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Join us at our 16th Annual Banquet

     anctity of Human Life Sunday was  observed  by 
      well over sixty guests who joined us on that special 
day in January as we hosted an Open House at  the 
Center.  
 Reverend Joel Rissenger, of Calvary Baptist 
Church in Meriden, was the keynote speaker. Reverend 
Don McLean, of Glastonbury Community Church,      
delivered the charge and a prayer of blessing for ABC’s 
new board members and recently appointed Executive        
Director Donnita Young.  
 Soloist Kathleen Thompson ministered in       
music. John Hanson and Lynn Jaycox presented gifts 
and certificates of recognition to staff while Paul 
Kretchmer of WIHS recorded the service.  
 Thank you to all of our friends and supporters 
who made this event a huge success!

Sanctity of Human Life Observed

W     e are excited about our upcoming 16th annual 
         “Answer the Call” fundraising banquet. It will 
be held on Tuesday, May 9, 2006 at 6:30 PM in the 
Nutmeg Room at the Cromwell Crowne Plaza, 

the home of the renowned Shef" eld’s Restaurant 
and conveniently located at Route 1-91/Route 9. 
 The  C rowne  P laza  i s  the  f o rmer                                      
Radisson. This year’s evening events of special 
music and  inspirational testimonies will be hosted by 
the Board of Directors, Donnita Young and Lynn Jaycox.
 Donnita and Laura McLean, our new 
board president, look forward to greeting you and 
introducing our newest board members and rest of the 
staff who faithfully serve at ABC. Information and 
pamphlets will be available concerning our mission 
and how you can “Answer the Call.”    
 Please join us and feel free to extend this          
invitation to family and friends so they, too, might 
become a part of this great life saving work! Please RSVP 
using the reservation form located in this newsletter. 
 We m us t  k n o w  b y  A p r i l  1 7 t h  i f 
you will be able to attend. If you prefer, you 
are welcome to call us now to reserve seating: 
Donnita: 860-704-0078 or Carol:  860-267-6319.  
The staff, volunteers and Board of Directors look 
forward to meeting you at The Crowne Plaza. 

www.abcwomenscenter.org
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...on May 9th 2006

Answer the CallGod is Calling 
He is issuing a call today 
that is loud and clear…

Calling us as Christians to use 
our God given gifts and resources 

to create opportunities that will 
provide both practical and spiritual 

solutions to the overwhelming 
problems and sins of our society. 



 I pulled into the driveway. Not yet wanting to go into the house, I shifted the car into park, leaned back into my seat and 
re! ected on the evening’s events. I had just concluded a job interview for the ABC Women’s Center and needed some time to 
prepare myself, should I be called for the position. Is this really what I want? Is this the way I want to spend my time and energy? 
If only God would be more speci" c in what He wanted me to do# I prayed God would speak to me. 
 After some time, I turned on the radio. A woman’s voice immediately drew my attention. The station was WIHS and the 
woman was Nancy Leigh DeMoss, speaking on the intensity of spiritual warfare in these last days. As I listened, questions for 
God formed in my mind: “Why is it that after all these years of ministry, You have decided to call me into a " eld of service of 
which I have no knowledge?  How is it that in all the years of church administration and pastoral work, You are now calling me 
to direct a pregnancy resource center? Why not a church position somewhere? Why not call me to the missions " eld? I will go. 
I will gladly serve…but Lord, Middletown?…why me?…why ABC?”
 As I pondered these questions, I was drawn back to the broadcast as Nancy told of the “lies and deceptions Satan is 
feeding this generation.”  The word “abortion” was mentioned, but I was not sure if Nancy had said the word or if God did. To 
this day I don’t know for certain, but I heard the word and immediately focused upon listening to the  rest of Nancy’s message. 
She " nished with a rallying charge to “not give up the " ght…the war is not over and Satan has not won#” As she brought her 
soul stirring words to an end, I nodded my head in agreement. She " nished with a resounding statement: “God has the last move 
and is placing his warriors in strategic positions for the ! nal outcome of victory"”  
 With tears streaming down my face, I turned off the radio. I knew beyond a doubt that God had de" nitely spoken through 
that de" ning moment. He was calling and waiting for an answer.  His will for me was not a church and not the foreign " eld. He 
was calling me to ABC Women’s Center.
 From that moment on, God began preparing me to speak out for the rights of the unborn. He is teaching me to be an 
advocate of frightened, desperate girls and women who come to the Center for help when they " nd themselves in the crisis of 
unplanned pregnancies. I recognize the fact that He has called me to a strategic place of action and to a position of standing 
against any practices that devalue human life. Above all, I am awakened to the knowledge that He has called me to be a prophetic, 
pastoral voice speaking truth and raising awareness in churches and communities to the fact that one of our callings as Christians 
is to use our God given gifts and resources to create opportunities that will provide both practical and spiritual solutions to the 
overwhelming  problems and sins of our society.

From the Director ’s Desk                ABC Donnita Y oung
Executive Director

       ot long ago our treasurer, Ruth Bennett, walked into my of" ce. Thumping a pile of aged " les on my desk,  
       she exclaimed, “Here they are! Here’s how it all got started. I’m giving them to you to look over and then 
to put away somewhere.” While Ruth visited, I could barely contain my desire to delve into that stack and start 
reading--how I dearly love a good story!
 As soon as Ruth said her good-byes, I dove into those crisp, yellowing pages. They contained the historic 
" l es of ABC. As I perused the documents, a lengthy list of volunteers and people who had once been associated 
with the Center began to emerge. There were volumes of  names…Betty, Jean, Rose…so many as to make me 
wonder “where are they?” and “what are they doing today?” If only I could talk to them and ! nd out how they 
were called to ABC"  As these questions " lled my mind, my thoughts drifted back to the night I realized God was 
calling me...

ABC

N

2

ABC Women’s Center, Inc.

Board Members
President  Laura McLean

Vice President  John Hanson
Treasurer  Ruth Bennett

Secretary  Maureen McCall
Supporting Board Members:

Steven Cappiello
Evelyn Gaskins
Sally Hanson
Rachel Parent

Josh Piteo
Bob Westendorff

Executive Director  Donnita Young
Client Services Director Lynn Jaycox

 I  answered the call...He spoke and I listened. God has been with me. In the brief 
time I have been director at ABC, He has made me painfully aware of the problems of  un-
planned pregnancies for both the mother and the unborn. At the same time, He has wonder-
fully allowed me to see the solution as their physical, emotional and spiritual needs are met 
through the commitment of  people who serve as volunteers and members on our staff.  It 
has been my privilege to observe the continuous, faithful service of board members, friends 
and " nancial contributors to this ministry. 
 In this newsletter, there are several opportunities for getting involved for LIFE. One 
is the annual banquet, where we can get to know one another better. Another is the Baby 
Bottle Drive, a very simple way for you or your church family to support and participate in 
the ABC Women’s Center ministry. If you have not already done so, will you join with 
me and answer the call? God has need of you. Allow God to take you out of your comfort 
zone and raise you up to become an advocate for the cause and defense of the LIFE giving 
truths of His Kingdom. Pray with me that at ABC Women’s Center “His will be done on 
earth as it is in Heaven.”  Call us and let us share how you can stand with us and help make 
a difference…one life at a time.   



communications between ABC and the church. ABC is very # exible and will do much to ease 
job of the Volunteer Coordinator.
 Here is how it works: Once a Volunteer Coordinator is established in your church, 
ABC will deliver as many bottles as the church would like. Church families take the bottles 
home, " ll them with spare change and return them to the church on the appointed date. Some 
churches have their youth group or another group count the change. Other churches can’t do 
quite as much. In those cases, ABC will pick up the change-" lled bottles, count the change, 
and report back to the church the donation amount.
 It’s as easy as that and every penny counts! We’re very grateful for all of our Baby 
Bottle Drive churches and pray that more will Answer the Call by joining us in the effort this 
year.
 If your church would like more information on hosting a Baby Bottle Drive, please 
contact Donnita at ABC by dialing: 860-704-0078, or by emailing her at: 
donnita@abcwomenscenter.org.

www.abcwomenscenter.orgABC
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The above picture was taken last November, as ABC (Donnita, Lynn and Nancy, at right) 
partnered with Dr. Peter Schnatz and the Christian Medical Fellowship group at a health 
fair held at Immaculate Conception Men’s Shelter in Hartford. Here they are shown at the 
shelter during the fair. 

 A Baby Bottle Drive fundraiser is a fun way 
for whole families to Answer the Call and get involved 
for Life!
 For your church to be involved, ideally a church 
member must come forward, contact ABC and become 
the Volunteer Baby Bottle Drive Coordinator for their 
speci" c church. This Volunteer Coordinator aids in 

16 week fetus

 On Saturday, February 18, 2006 Donnita, Lynn and her husband, Nate 
were part of a crew of 25 who came together to clean and paint the newly 

proclaim the goodness of God 
within the healthcare community.
 As God continues to use ABC 
in partnering with Dr. Schnatz and  
CMF,  we are recognizing the need 
of our services and care for young 
women in the city of  Hartford.  Please 
pray with us that if God wills this 
enlargement of ABC’s ministry, the 
" nancial resources required for this 
great step of faith will come in and 
that there will also be those to step 
forward and answer the call for 
volunteers needed to staff such a 
sa te l l i t e  o ff i ce  i n  the  c i t y.  
Hartford is issuing a call, will you   
prayerfully consider helping us 
answer? 

A Call to Hartford

ABC

acquired of" ces of Christian Medical Fellowship’s (CMF) faith based clinic, which will be established and operated out of a 
building located on the corner of Main and Wyllys Streets in Hartford. This excellent location is just a few blocks east of Hartford 
Hospital and has been generously provided rent free for the " rst year. CMF is a nonpro" t, non-denominational, organization of 
individuals who  proclaim God’s Kingdom through the provision of healthcare, serving local communities along with the poor and 
needy around the world. Their stated mission is to promote spiritual growth and fellowship, to show love and compassion, and to 

It’s Time for the
Baby Bottle Drive!

Runs :  March 13-June 5
Day:   Monday 6:30 p.m.

Duration:  11 week Bible Study  
Held at the 

ABC Women’s Center
Call Lynn at  the Center 
for further information.

860-344-9292

Con ! dential!!-!Healing 

Sign up now for our

Abortion Recovery 
Bible Study 

Support Group

Do you, or 
someone 

you  know, 
suffer from 

Pos t 
Abortion 

Syndrome?

You don’t 
have to be 
alone in 
your grief.

Change 
changes 

lives!

Call 860-704-0078



Lyn n Jaycox
Client Services Director

 When a young woman comes in our door, she is                   
experiencing a number of emotions: she is afraid, nervous 
and  unsure. At that time, she needs a smiling face of           
reassurance.  That smiling face can ease fears, calm nerves 
and bring hope. It’s an amazing thing - the smiling face. 
 We could use a few smiling faces - perhaps yours.            
If you have a love relationship with Jesus Christ, if you light 
up when you answer the phone and if you like the thought 

Everyone 
Likes a 
Warm 
Reception - 
You Can Make 
It Happen 
at ABC

of bringing joy to some-
one who is struggling,  
give Lynn a call at 
860-344-9292.  We have 
a place for you at our 
receptionist’s desk.  It 
would be great to hear 
from you!   
 The  receptionist 
is a volunteer position 
and requires  taking 
the 20-Hour Volunteer 
Training offered at ABC.

A
B

C
 W

om
en’s C

enter
P

ledge F
orm

Answering the Call 
If you are unable to attend our fundraising 
banquet, please consider 
with a pledge to support our ministry. 

Name

Address

Phone E-mail

Monthly Gift

Yearly Gift
One Time Gift

Pledge 
Amount

Please use enclosed envelope. 4

 Last year over 300 clients came to the Center, 
including 70 who came for pregnancy counseling. The Lord 
brought in over 30 women who were “abortion-minded/
vulnerable” and we counseled an additional 15 women by 
phone who were considering abortion. 
 Almost half of the  abortion-minded/vulnerable 
women who came to the Center had positive pregnancy tests. 
Two of these women gave birth to their babies, another two 
were con" dent they were going to parent, six of them left 
us with a favorable view of their unplanned pregnancy and 
four left challenged, but undecided. Sometimes we are left 
without knowing the " nal outcome…sometimes we " nd out 
months or years later that they did, indeed, choose life! 
 Each of the women that came into the Center 
either took a pregnancy test, received baby clothing and 
baby items, watched educational videos, received peer 
counseling, participated in a one-on-one Bible study or
received abortion recovery help. Many of these women 
become “repeat” clients as the years go on.  
 As we minister to each woman who comes 
to the Center we present the Gospel (if she is open) 
and see many give their lives to Christ. We also offer 
discipleship opportunities, educate women on the STD 
epidemic, challenge unmarried women to practice 
abstinence, encourage them to make wise decisions and 
mentor them in making changes in their lives. 
 As I have invested in the l ives of many 
women over the years, I have had the privilege of 
being at the birth of three beautiful children. I recently 
witnessed the latest birth. Through the joy and tears that 
come with the thankfulness of answered prayer and the 
wonder of God’s creation, I can truly say, each one of us is 
“fearfully and wonderfully made.” Thank you Lord for 
working through the ministry of the ABC Women’s Center!

From the Client Services Desk



If you serve and worship the 
Lord Jesus Christ, ABC Women’s Center 

has a place of service for you" 

Below are some of the ways our volunteers minister to 
those seeking help at ABC. If you are interested in more 
information or would like to sign up for the next volunteer 
training session in October, please contact us at   860-704-
0078 or by e-mail - donnita@ABCWomenscenter.org 

Volunteer  

We look forward to your presence at our 
16th Annual Fundraising Banquet

Please use this form and the enclosed envelope 
to reserve your banquet seat(s).

RSVPs must be received before April 17th, 2006.

M
Number of seats to reserve:
Please indicate number of persons for 
each entrée:

Chicken Entrée

Vegetarian Entrée

Client 
Advocate 

Liaison 

Prayer 
Support

Special 
Support

Provides support, guidance, & information for those 
clients who come in for pregnancy tests; walks clients 
through the process & continues to offer support through-
out their pregnancies.

Provides a link between ABC and the church so his/her 
church family stays informed & involved with the needs 
& activities of ABC.

Join our prayer team praying for speci" c ABC needs &  
activities. Call or go to our website to sign up. You will 
be contacted as needs arise. 

Encompasses a variety of activities, such as front desk     
receptionist, light of" ce work, organizing storage room,   
sorting clothing, light housekeeping, assisting executive 
director as fundraising coordinator, grant writer, etc.

Cradle Fund 
Grant Awarded 

5

 We are thrilled to announce the    arrival 
of The Cradle Fund Grant from the Diocese of 
Norwich. A heartfelt thanks goes out to Bishop 
Cote and Monsignor Brown of the Norwich 
Diocese who granted the monies to ABC as 
well as to the wonderful people of the diocese 
who donated to the annual collection taken for 
the care of expectant and new mothers, their 
children, born and unborn. 
 This funding is a witness of the       
grantor’s and donors’ reverence for human LIFE 
and a wonderful blessing to ABC Women’s 
Center. This grant will enable us to generously 
provide for the well-being of mothers and their 
children through gifts of new cribs, infant car 
seats, strollers, and any other needed items of 
care that mothers and infants may require.  
 ABC’s policy of service and commit-
ment of care is offered free of charge to the 
women who come to us. Therefore, our ministry 
is totally dependent upon the support of funding 
which comes to us through fundraising projects, 
private donations, churches, businesses and 
grants.  The far  reaching effect and success of 
this ministry is accomplished by two part-time 
paid staff, a fabulous group of volunteers and a 
volunteer governing Board of  Directors.    
 In future editions of this newsletter, we 
will feature articles on our supporters and keep 
you up to date with reports on the collections 
from our fundraising projects. Thank you to all 
who generously support us in time, talents and 
treasures! ABC

20-hour training module provided by ABC is required 
for Client Advocate volunteers and front desk receptionist 

May 9, 2006
6:30 PM

Answer the Call

The Crowne Plaza
100 Berlin Rd. Cromwell, CT

Answer the Call



Non-Pro" t Org.
US Postage 

PAID
Permit #322

Middletown, CT

Empowering Women to Make Choices For a Lifetime

A Better Choice Women’s Center, Inc.ABC
Please send all correspondence to:
PO Box 1364
Middletown CT 06457-1364

The Mission of ABC
To provide clients with accurate 

and complete information 
regarding both prenatal 

development and abortion risks, 
assisting women to carry to term 

by providing emotional 
support and practical 

assistance.  Through the 
provision of God’s people and 
community at large, women 
may face the future with hope 
and plan constructively for 
themselves and their babies.

Phone:
Executive Director: 860-704-0078
Client Services: 860-344-9292
On the web at:
www.ABCWomenscenter.org
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Center Located at:
180 East Main Street
Middletown CT
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